







A SHORT GUIDE 
TO PADMANABHAPURAMi' t 


I ADMANABIIAPULIAM the anciont capital of Travancoro is 
situated about 33 miles south of Trivandrum and a mile east of 
Thuckalai on the Main Southern road to Nagorcoil. The place is set 
amidst picturesque surroundings : and is noted for its old palaco and 
temples in which relics of antiquity having groat historical and archae¬ 
ological importance have been recently discovered. All the buildings 
within the palace are built on the traditional style of Malabar .archi¬ 
tecture with pointed gables, dormer windows and long corridors, the 
earliest of the structures being dated about A. D. 1335. 


Till about A. D. 1750 Padmanabhapuram was the capital of Travan- 
core when the seat of Government was transferred to Trivandrum 
during the time of Maharaja Mar than da Varma (A. D. 1728 58) the 
makor of modern Travancore who dedicated the whole state to God 
Padmanabha and ruled as his servant. In a Sanskrit poem called 
Chataka Sandesa composed about tho middlo of the 18th century, 
there are about half a dozen stanzas describing the anciont glory of 
Padmanabhapuram, abounding in palatial buildings, temples, Brahmin 
houses, etc. In it Padmanabhapuram is referred to as the “Ujjain of 
the South” famed for its loarning and culture. From the poom it is 
seen that the palace was in a state of prosperity during the time of 
Maharaja Karthika Thirunal Rama Varma (1758—1798 A. D.) the 
successor of Maharaja Marthanda Varma. At present what romains 
of its anciont greatness are some buildings elegantly designed and 
displaying a simplicity of architectural style. The most important of 
them are :— 


(1) THE NAVARATIiRI MANTAPA. This is a spacious hall 
built of exquisitely carved granite pillars and ashlar in chunam, 
-and is reminiscent of the late Vijayanagara style of architecture. It 
•was' used in ancient times for dance and musical performances. It 
faces a small Sarasvati shrine with which it is connected by a pillared 
Verandah called Naraaskara mantapa. The whole structure is doco- 
rated with figures of Hindu divinities and display the astonishing skill 
■of indigenous ’craftsmanship. The wooden edifice seen on the oast 
side of the mantapa was the private apartment for the ladies of tho 
Royal family to witness the dance and musical performances in the 
mantapa. These are shut off from public view by carved shutters and 
screens. 

(2) THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM. At present it is 
temporarily located on the open space on the western side ofthe Nava- 
rathri Mantapa. This attracts the notice of the -visitor next. The 
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collections exhibited there consist of inscriptional stones, sculptures, 
copper plates and coins dating from the 8th to the 18th century A. D. 
Among them the most important are those stones bearing the royal 
emblems of an umbrella, a Ohowrie, a flag, a Purnakumbha and a 
thunder-bolt. One of these records privileges and tax exemptions to 
the fishermen Christians of Oape Comorin; while another refers to a 
gift of certain taxes to the church at Muttom for the maintenance of 
a perpetual lamp. Both belong to the 15th century A. D. A third one 
has the effigy of a Travancore queen called “Udayamarthanda Thri- 
bhuvana Devi” who married a Pandya prince in the 13th century A. D. 
A stone tub set on display in the gallery has an inscription of the 17th 
century A. D. relating to its construction to store drinking water for 
cattle in the time of the Travancore king called Vira Kerala Varma 
and long before the S. P. C. A. came into existence. . 

In the room where the coins, palaeographical charts, etc. are exhi¬ 
bited, two pictures are specially noteworthy—one is a copy of a mural 
painting depicting the defeat in A. D. 1741 of the Dutch at Colachel, 
a place 10 miles west of Padmanabhapuram. Another is the portrait of 
King Rama Varma (1758—98 A. D.) Maharaja of Travancore who was 
the last who lived in the Palace. 

Among the sculptures, the votive lamp bearers, the Sati stone, the 
Vishnu image and the effigy of Iravikutty Pillai, a Travancore Warrior 
who fought against the army of Thirumalai Nayaka and who died in 
the battle-field in A. D. 1635, are the most important. 

(4) UPPIR1KKA MALIKA. This is the most attractive building 
in the whole palace and consists of three storeys. In style it resem¬ 
bles very much the pavilion type of Chinese and Nepalese architecture 
and is characterised by pointed gables, and dormer windows peculiar 
to the Kerala country. 

On its top most floor are seen mural paintings of the 16th century 
A. D. in astate of good preservation. They form a precious artistic 
heritage of the State and are full of charm and expression and display- 
a remarkable combination of completeness of technique with fine com¬ 
position. The figures are traditional and well proportioned. The most, 
important of them are : 

1. Harihara (half Vishnu and half Siva). 

2. Ardhanariswara (half man and half woman). 

3. The worship of Ganesa. 

4. Krishna and Go pis. 

5. The dance ofNataraja. 

6. Sasta on a hunt.... . 

7. Subramanya. 

8' Anantasayana. 

9. Parvatiparinaya (the wedding of Siva and Parvati). 








(4) MANTRASALA (or Conncil Chamber). Tills is a small and 
spacious liall containing fine wood carving and is aboVe the portico or 
the main entrance to the Palace. There is a tower clock in it which js 
over three hundred years old, made by an indigenous IH^cksmith. ^It 
is said that its maker pretending to bo blind went uVSiUfepd; in 
company with some Spanish priests, learned all about clock making 
and returned home after many years when he translated his knowledge 
into action. He dedicated his hand made clock to tho rule r ,‘who ap¬ 
preciating his gift gave him lands tax free as a mark of royal appreci¬ 
ation. 


(5) UTTUPURA (the dining halh. Adjoining the Council 
Chamber is the large and spacious dining hall where over two thousand! 
people were fed free every day. This practice of free feeding con¬ 
tinues even to-day, and the state is therefore known as Dharma Rajva 
(land of charity) and the King as Dharma Raja (King of charity). 

(6) TIIAIKOTTARM. The next building which is of importance 
is a quadrangular building, the oldest of tho Palaces, the open 
Verandah of which called Ekanthamantapa is built of finely carved 
wooden pillars and decorated with specimens of indigenous wood car¬ 
ving. Every year between December and January the worship of 
Durga is conducted here for 41 days when the image of the Goddess is 
drawn on the ground with the Hour of rice, turmeric, charcoal etc. 
Songs are also sung on the occasion to the accompaniment of instru¬ 
mental music. The light-well in this building reminds one of its close 
resemblance to ancient Sumerian structures. The big jars found 
inside the rooms were mado of Travancore clay by tho Chinese who had 
a settlement at Quilon .till they were driven out by the-Portuguese. 

(7) INDRA VILAS. This Palace is supposed to have been built 
by Dalava* Ramayyan the Prime Minister of the great Marthanda 
Varma (A. D. 1729—58) the founder of modern Travancore. It was 
here that the rulers interviewed distinguished visitors. In this 
Palace Fr. Paulinus the Christian Missionary paid his respects to the 
Maharaja in A. D.1784. The learned priest wrote a grammar for the 
study of English, Portuguese and Malayalam at the instance of His 
Highness. In A. D. 1763 the Zamorin of Calicut and the Raja of 
Cochin came to Padmanabhapuram and executed a treaty by which 
they swore to be perpetual allies of the Travancore Royal family. 

Within the Palace premises, there are also a Durga temple and 
traces of several old and massive structures with bathing tanks. 
East of the Palace precincts is situated the famous temple dedicated 
to Nilakanta or Siva which is compared to the Mahakala shrine of 
Ujjain. There is also another temple close by dedicated to Sri Rama 
in which tho whole story of the Ramayana is found sculptured in 
wood. 
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Enclosing all these secular and religious structures is a stone for¬ 
tification about) 2| miles perimeter built to defend the Palace and the 
celebrated pagodas within. Originally this fort consisted of mud-walls 
which in the 18th century A. D. were dismantled and reconstructed 
■with granite under the supervision of the Maharaja. The walls compri¬ 
sing this fort are B feet thick and built with granite up to within 8 feet 
■of the parapet, the remaining portion being laterite. At, the four 
corners of the fort there are four main bastions more or less square in 
size and shape. The height of the walls varies according to the incli¬ 
nation of the ground, the highest elevation being 25 feet and the 
lowest 15 feet including the parapets which are 3 feet high through¬ 
out. The principal entrances to the fort are four gate-ways situated 
one on each wall. There are also other smaller gate-ways near three 
-of the bastions. 

About a mile South-east of Padmanabhapuram is Udayagiri one of 
ithe principal military stations of Travancore in ancient days. The 
fort there contains the tomb of Eustachius :De :Lannoy, a Flemish- 
general who was taken captive in the battle of Oolachel (A. D. 1741) 
'when the Dutch were completely defeated by .the Travancore forces, 
and who afterwards became the Commander of the State army which 
won brilliant victoiies against the Dutch and > min or Rajas of various 
.principalities. He died in A. D. 1777 at the age of t>2 years and 
5 months and was buried with Military honours in the old chapel 
inside. From an inscription on stone in Latin over his grave, it is 
:seen that he served the Maharaja for nearly 37 years with great faith¬ 
fulness and subjected all kingdoms from Kayancolam to Cochin by the 
might of his arms. 

The walls'enclosing Udayagiri fort are on an average 15 feet thick 
and 18 feet high including the parapet. They are lined within and 
without with stones. There are in all ten bastions, five of ^hich were 
intended for cannon, the others being pierced for musketry only. The 
whole fort is built of strong granite round a lofty isolated hillock, 
'Within it still stand the walls of the old chapel built in A. D. 1741 with 
■(tomb stones of historical importance, the most important of them 
being those of De Lannoy, his wife and son. .. 
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